Dragon*Con 2011

Breaking In – How It’s Done
Carole Nelson Douglas (multi-genre author) | Chelsea Quinn Yarbro (Multi-published author) | Chesya Burke | Debra Dixon (Bellbridge Books – acquiring editor) | Deidre Knight (Founder of Knight Agency) | Gail Z. Martin (Chronicles of the Necromancer and more) | Lee Meadows (?)
Be patient and persistent. The process will take a while. Be wary of online publishing – Yarbro
Always submit your very best work. The biggest thing to me is finding an author that I enjoy and can get along with. - Knight
Write to find out what you want to write (referring to short stories). - Douglas
You can build a platform and a following before you get published – Martin
· What does success look like to you? Are you going to be publisher-driven or author-driven? 
· What is your voice? Are you writing what is true to you? 
· A marketing platform is useful if it comes down to a choice between a few people. Also helps to show that reading your book is worth their time. – Dixon (rep of track sponsor)

· Success can come in stages. You may end up mixing the choices, or writing for smaller presses and big publishers. 
· Look for agents on Twitter– Dixon (rep of track sponsor)

General

Publishing online is dangerous – you can lose your copyright and you can also end up with unedited and thus poor work on the web, which can bring opinion of you down.

The authors here seemed to like the ‘platform’. Any sort of networking is well-viewed to show that people are following the author and looking for more from them.
Q: Where in your query letter do you place your platform? 

A: Credentials paragraph (usually last) and quantify as much as you can.

Usually a year from signing to published book.
· Signing

· Revision process

· Set up web site or blog for marketing / other marketing
· Line edits, copy edits, proofing, etc.

· Art
Web Sites Mentioned:

	Duotrobe.com
	“Good Reads” web site.
	www.blackoilredblood.com

	Bookcountry.com
	queryshark.blogspot.com
	“ms snark” blog

	Showfari (amazon)
	Agentquery.com
	Backspace.org


Writer’s Digest Guide to Literary Agents
