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Description: Designing a series, with emphasis on digital publishing.
Why are series so popular these days? They build a fan base and keep people coming back.
Three types of Character
Mythos/Hallmark/Core – The character without which there would be no series

· Grow and change slowly

· Often each story may have a major revelation for the key character

Secondary – A character that is often seen but the story would not be defined by them alone

· Grow slightly faster than core characters, but still fairly slowly and over the course of books


Case – These are characters that are there for that story alone, but that are important during that story.

· Change very quickly, specifically within the individual story.

· Can recur.

· A secondary character can ‘come into the limelight’ for a story and become a case character temporarily.

When developing character, nail down things that give you lots of possibilities:


Religion, education, military or state service, children, marriage, other relationships, etc.

Inject soap opera into the series
Stackpole suggests about 30% “soap” and 70% “case”. By soap he means background life or things that don’t specifically have to do with the current novel’s main plotline. It is your hero’s life “outside of the case”.
Of that 30%, break it down into two lines.

A line – 20%


B line – 10%
If the A line is positive, make the B line negative. In the next story, A and B should switch and should be progressing, albeit slower than the ‘case’ storylines do. A might become B and be reduced to 10%, but bring in a new A line.

This contract helps provide the reader with something to look forward to.
Never resolve this “soap stuff” in one story. Carry it through several stories before resolution. Be sure you are occasionally bringing in something new.


* Always be thinking ahead, and “never say never”

* Surprise the reader! Don’t do the obvious.
Reading Suggestion: Rex Stout ‘Neurovore’
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